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Humanities 

With all 8th graders playing the role of an 

elected representative, they went to work 

researching a social problem in our society 

followed by crafting a legislative bill to address 
this issue. After debating their bill in committee, 

they are now preparing to demonstrate 

themselves as engaged citizens and effective 
communicators by pretending to present their 

legislation to the Congress in the form of an 

Ignite presentation. The final step will have 

students mail their legislation with to one of 
their state or federal representatives.  

 Math  
Algebra students are learning all about 

polynomial expressions and equations. They are 

discovering how to manipulate numbers and 

variables in order to solve quadratics.  Math 
8 students have just finished a unit on 
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functions and volume.  They learned what a 
function is, how to graph it and, finally, how to 
apply it to 3-D situations (such as cones, 

spheres, and cylinders).      

 

Science 

Students recently ended their unit on chemical 
reactions with a research product into 

"Everyday Chemical Reactions." Over several 

weeks students selected and researched a 

commonplace chemical reaction and created a 5-
minute video presentation of their 

findings.  Many students included original 

experiments and demonstrations as part of their 
products. 

They now are continuing their exploration of 

the physical sciences by transitioning from 
chemistry to Newtonian Physics.  Students will 

engage in a series of hands on labs and projects 
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as they explore the concepts of motion, 

velocity, acceleration, energy and forces.  One 
such lab requires teams to utilize their 

knowledge of physics to design a marble 

"rollercoaster" that satisfies several 
perimeters.  The culmination of this work is a 

summative project in which students will design 

and test racecars that are powered by a mouse 

or rat trap.  In the first week of April, students 
will participate in a friendly competition to 

determine the best design in three categories: 

longest distance traveled, highest velocity 
obtained, and best towing capacity. 
 

PE 

Students will be finishing up their table tennis 
unit this week after 12 days of practice. After 

the break, they will be coming back for a week 

of dance with an outside instructor on Mon 
Tues. and Fri.  

End of T2 Reminders 

*Check your child’s planner, their teacher websites, Google Classroom and ALMA. 

**Ask to see videos of your student’s presentations and projects.  

***Have your 8th grader, who is now a few months away from being a high school student, reach out to 
teachers if they have any questions and advocate for themselves. 

 

Del Mar 8th Grade 

Information about 
end of trimester 
activities for 8th 
graders at Del 
Mar! 


